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Instructions:  All students entering grade 7 are expected to read the required text and one selection from the list of choices.  
Notes:  See the Grade 7 Note Template on the summer reading link on the HMS website.

	Required Text for Grade 7


	Author
	Title
	Synopsis 

	Deborah Ellis
	The Breadwinner

Required for all students entering grade 7


	Barred from attending school, shopping at the market, or even playing in the streets of Kabul, Parvana is trapped inside her family's one-room home. That is, until the Taliban hauls away her father and Parvana realizes that it's up to her to become the "breadwinner" and disguise herself as a boy to support family. Set in the early years of the Taliban regime, this topical novel for middle readers explores the harsh realities of life for girls and women in modern-day Afghanistan. Amazon.com 

	Grade 7 Choices (Select 1)


	J.M. Bedell
	Finding Courage…
	Finding Courage: History's Young Heroes and Their Amazing Deeds tells the stories of twenty-seven real kids from different countries who wanted to change the world and because of their heroic deeds, made a difference. This empowering collection of biographies will inspire kids everywhere to see the world in a new way.  Amazon.com 

	Sharon Creech
	Heartbeat
	Run run run.  That's what twelve-year-old Annie loves to do. When she's barefoot and running, she can hear her heart beating. . It's a rhythm that makes sense in a year when everything's shifting.  Everything is changing, just like the apple Annie's been assigned to draw. But as she watches and listens, Annie begins to understand the many rhythms of life, and how she fits within them. Amazon.com

	Cornelia Funke
	The Thief Lord
	Prosper and Bo are orphans on the run from their cruel aunt and uncle.  The brothers decide to hide out in Venice, where they meet a mysterious character who calls himself the "Thief Lord."  Propser and Bo relish being part of this colorful new family.  But the Thief Lord has secrets of his own.  And soon the boys are thrust into circumstances that will lead them, and readers, to a fantastic, spellbinding conclusion.  Amazon.com

	Michelle Y. Green
	A Strong Right Arm: The Story of Mamie “Peanut” Johnson
	Just in time for baseball season comes a winning biography of Mamie "Peanut" Johnson, one of only three women (so far) to play professional baseball. Johnson was a pitcher with the Negro Leagues' Indianapolis Clowns from 1953 to 1955. Author Michelle Green lets the famous ballplayer tell her own story in a lively first-person narrative. The biography follows her from her childhood on her grandmother's South Carolina farm and her personal struggle against discrimination through her breakthrough and triumph on the team. Booklist

	Caroline Kennedy
	A Family of Poems: My Favorite Poetry for Children
	In compiling the collection, Kennedy passes on her own family's tradition of creating a scrapbook of poems chosen by the children in lieu of gifts to their mother and grandparents. Divided by topic into seven sections, the collection is, indeed, a treasury of beloved poems written in a variety of styles by poets from many lands and generations. Amazon.com 


	Author
	Title
	Synopsis 

	Mike Lupica
	Travel Team
	No one plays basketball with more heart or court sense than twelve-year-old Danny Walker.  But none of that matters when he is cut from his local travel

team, the very same team his father led to national prominence as a boy. Danny's father knows Danny isn't the only kid who was cut for the wrong reason, and together he and a bunch of never-say-die kids prove that the heart simply cannot be measured. Amazon.com 

	Linda Sue Park
	A Long Walk to Water
	A Long Walk to Water is based on the true story of Salva, one of some 3,800 Sudanese "Lost Boys" airlifted to the United States in the mid-1990s. Before leaving Africa, Salva is separated from his family by war and forced to travel on foot through hundreds of miles of hostile territory.  Surviving starvation, animal attacks, and disease, he ultimately leads a group of about 150 boys to safety in Kenya. After living in upstate New York, Salva returns to the Sudan to establish a foundation that installs deep-water wells in remote villages in dire need of clean water. The story of Salva's life is told side-by-side with the story of Nya, a young girl who lives today in one of those villages. Lindasuepark.com

	Gary Paulsen 
	Guts
	Paulsen offers this collection of wilderness survival/hunting essays that concentrates on drawing parallels between his own life and the fictional adventures of Brian Robeson in Hatchet and its sequels. Readers find out about moose attacks and plane crashes and attempts at eating raw turtle eggs. This title is a must for fans of the "Brian" adventures. It's also an excellent book to place in the hands of young readers interested in hunting. from Booklist

	Mitali Perkins
	Bamboo People
	Chiko is a book-loving Burmese boy whose father, a doctor, is in prison for resisting the government. Tu Reh, on the other hand, wants to fight for freedom after watching Burmese soldiers destroy his Karenni family's home and bamboo fields. Courage and compassion emerge as each boy is changed by unlikely friendships and extreme circumstances. Narrated by two fifteen-year-old boys on opposing sides of the conflict between the Burmese government and the Karenni, Bamboo People explores the nature of violence, power, and prejudice. Bamboopeople.org

	Pam Munoz Ryan
	Esperanza Rising
	Ryan uses the experiences of her own Mexican grandmother as the basis for this compelling story of immigration and assimilation into a new country and a different social class. Esperanza's expectation that her 13th birthday will be celebrated with all the material pleasures she had known is shattered when her father is murdered by bandits.  Set during the Great Depression, the story of Esperanza remaking herself is satisfyingly complete.  Amazon.com 

	Dyan Sheldon
	Confessions of a Teenage Drama Queen
	When she moves from New York City, to the cultural wasteland of  Dellwood, New Jersey, Lola decides to challenge the most popular girl for the lead in the school play, in this hilarious celebration of high school life.

	Jerry Spinelli
	Space Station Seventh Grade
	Jason Herkimer is trying desperately to survive the social scene of junior high school.  The ninth graders torture him, and the girl he admires is unattainable.  But Jason grows up quickly, especially when a friend’s brother is killed and Jason feels responsible. The Reading Corner

	Trenton Stewart
	The Mysterious Benedict Society
	ARE YOU A GIFTED CHILD LOOKING FOR SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES? Dozens of children respond to this peculiar ad and are then put through a series of mind-bending tests. Only four children succeed. Their challenge: to go on a secret mission that only the most intelligent and inventive children could complete. To accomplish it they go undercover at the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. Amazon.com 

	J.R.R. Tolkien
	The Hobbit
	According to J.R.R. Tolkien, “If you care for journeys there and back, out of the comfortable Western world, over the edge of the Wild, and home again, and can take an interest in a humble hero, here is a record of such a journey and such a traveler.” The period is the ancient time between the age of Faerie and the dominion of men, when the forest of Mirkwood was still standing, and the mountains were full of danger. In following the path of this humble adventurer, you will learn much about trolls, goblins, dwarves, and elves… Amazon.com 
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