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Hingham Public Schools Summer Reading


Students Entering Grade 9
Summer 2015
Instructions:  All students entering grade 9 are expected to read the required text and one selection from the list of choices.  
Essential Questions:  Use these questions to guide your reading.  See the Grade 9 Note Template on the summer reading link on the HHS website.

1. What is the nature of the hero?

2. What is the nature of a journey?  How and what do people learn from these experiences?

3. What is that nature of conflict, and what makes up the forces of good and evil?  

4. How do stories reflect human culture and human morals?
	Required Text for Grade 9



	Author
	Title
	Synopsis 

	Haddon
	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time


	Christopher Boone is the autistic 15-year-old narrator of this novel. When his neighbor's poodle is killed and Christopher is falsely accused of the crime, he decides that he will take a page from Sherlock Holmes and track down the killer. As the mystery leads him to the secrets of his parents' broken marriage and then into an odyssey to find his place in the world, he must fall back on deductive logic to navigate the emotional complexities of a social world that remains a closed book to him. From Publishers Weekly

	Grade 9 Choices (Select 1)


	Alexie
	The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian 
	Arnold Spirit, aka Junior, is a Spokane Indian from Wellpinit, WA. The bright 14-year-old was born with water on the brain, is regularly the target of bullies, and loves to draw. He expects disaster when he transfers from the reservation school to a school in Reardan, but soon finds himself making friends. The teen's determination to both improve himself and overcome poverty, despite the handicaps of birth, circumstances, and race, delivers a positive message. From School Library Journal

	Card
	Ender’s Game
	Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to breeding military geniuses -and then training them in the arts of war. The early training, takes the form of 'games'. Ender Wiggin, a genius among geniuses wins all the games and is smart enough to know that time is running out. But is he smart enough to save the planet? Amazon.com Review 

	Collins
	Catching Fire
	In this sequel to The Hunger Games, Katniss returns home to find herself more the center of attention than ever. Catching Fire is divided into three parts: Katniss and Peeta’s mandatory Victory Tour through the districts, preparations for the 75th Annual Hunger Games, and a truncated version of the Games themselves. Though initially bewildered by the attention paid to her, she comes almost to embrace her status as the rebels’ symbolic leader. From School Library Journal

	Doyle
	The Hound of the Baskervilles
	Holmes and Watson are faced with their most terrifying case yet. The legend of the devil-beast that haunts the moors around the Baskerville family's home warns the descendants of that ancient clan never to venture out 'in those dark hours when the power of evil is exalted.' Now, the most recent Baskerville, Sir Charles, is dead-and the footprints of a giant hound have been found near his body. Will the new heir meet the same fate? When a second member of the Baskerville family dies, Sherlock Holmes investigates and finds murderous greed behind the supposed curse. B&N Product Description


	Author
	Title
	Synopsis 

	Geras
	Troy
	In retelling the siege of Troy as a young adult novel, Adele Geras manages to carry it off without trivializing the original – Homer’s The Iliad. The great battles of the bronze-clad warriors and the clashes between Achilles and Hector and Odysseus are seen at a distance from the walls of the city, where the Trojan townsfolk gather to sit each day and cheer the action like spectators at some archaic football game. Amazon.com Review

	Green
	The Fault in Our Stars
	Hazel knows she is dying of cancer, and even when she makes an instant connection with survivor Augustus Waters at a youth support group, she is determined not to start a romance with him. Even so, when he uses his Wish to take her to Amsterdam to meet a reclusive author she loves, it is impossible to deny that he loves her - and she loves him. And though she soon learns that Gus has a painful secret, Hazel learns that loving others is worth it, even when it leaves a "scar." From www.commonsensemedia.org

	King
	The Girl Who Loved Tom Gordon
	On a hike on the Maine-New Hampshire branch of the Appalachian Trail, nine-year-old Trisha McFarland quickly tires of the constant bickering between her older brother and her recently divorced mother. But when she wanders off by herself, she becomes lost in a wilderness full of peril and terror.  For solace she tunes her Walkman to broadcasts of Boston Red Sox games and follows the gritty performances of her hero, relief pitcher Tom Gordon. And when her reception begins to fade, Trisha imagines that Tom Gordon is with her -- protecting her from an all-too-real enemy in the dense, dark woods. From Amazon.com product description

	Levinson
	We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March
	We’ve Got a Job tells the little-known story of the 4,000 black elementary, middle, and high school students who voluntarily went to jail in Birmingham, Alabama, between May 2 and May 11, 1963. Fulfilling Mahatma Gandhi’s and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s precept to fill the jails, they succeeded where adults had failed in desegregating one of the most racially violent cities in America. We’ve Got a Job recounts the astonishing events before, during, and after the Children s March. Amazon.com Review Show more Show less 



	Kidd
	The Secret Life of Bees
	Fourteen year old Lily Owen, who is neglected and isolated on her

father's North Carolina peach farm, becomes a runaway who finds the true meaning of family in the home of three black sisters who raise bees.  The story is set in the early 1960's against the background of racial violence and unrest. Amazon.com Review

	Malamud
	The Natural
	Roy Hobbs, the protagonist of The Natural, makes the mistake of pronouncing aloud his dream: to be the best there ever was. Such hubris, of course, invites divine intervention, but the brilliance of Bernard Malamud's novel is the second chance it offers its hero, elevating him--and his story--into the realm of myth. Amazon.com Review

	Martel
	Life of Pi
	The son of a zookeeper, 16-year-old Pi Patel is raised in India, where he tries on various faiths for size. His father packs up the family and their menagerie and hitches a ride on an enormous freighter bound for Canada. After a shipwreck, Pi finds himself adrift on a 26-foot lifeboat with a number of animals, including a 450-pound Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. Pi recounts the harrowing journey, elegantly cataloging the endless passage of time and his struggles to survive Amazon.com Review

	Roth 
	Divergent
	In the Chicago of the distant future, society has willingly segregated itself into five factions: Abnegation (the selfless), Amity (the kind), Candor (the honest), Dauntless (the brave), and Erudite (the intelligent). All 16-year-olds take an aptitude test revealing their true faction and then choose one to join - regardless of which one they were born into. When Beatrice Prior's results are inconclusive, her tester informs her she's a "divergent" and should never mention her results to anyone. She chooses Dauntless, where she rechristens herself Tris and comes to realize being a Divergent has both advantages and disadvantages. From www.commonsensemedia.org
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